Creating an Autobiographical Page and Menu Page in Fireworks

We’ll be using Fireworks to prepare pictures and menus for your web-based portfolio.  You are expected to create an autobiographical scrapbook page with a minimum of 4 pictures and captions. In addition, you are expected to create a menu page in Fireworks that will serve as the “home page” of your web-based portfolio.  This menu page should contain buttons for all sections of your portfolio: Productivity Tools, Kidspiration, Web Resources, iMovie, WebQuest, and Autobiography.  See sample student portfolios from previous semesters for examples.

Getting started with your Autobiography scrapbook page:
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It’s not a bad idea to create a folder on your key drive titled “pictures”.  You’ll be working with several images and several Fireworks canvases and you don’t want them to clutter up your portfolio folder.

2. Open Fireworks from the Dock or Start menu.
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Go to File >New and set the size for your canvas: 500 X 700
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You can choose a canvas color now – or wait and choose it later.

5. Click “OK”.

6. Go to File > Import and navigate to the folder in which you’ve saved all of your pictures.

7. Select the picture you would like to import and click “Open”

8. You will see a sideways L on your canvas.  Click and drag to “draw” your picture on the canvas.

9. Continue this process with all of your pictures.

What if my picture needs to be rotated or cropped?
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Rotating: Select the picture by clicking once on it (it will have a blue outline if selected). Go to Modify>Transform> and choose whatever is appropriate: free rotate, rotate 90 ccw, rotate 90 cw, etc.
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Cropping: If your picture needs to be cropped – you won’t want to do it on the same canvas as your scrapbook page – because cropping crops everything! So, go to File>New and create a new canvas, at least 300 X 300 (the canvas color doesn’t matter). Use this canvas for cropping and then you can copy and paste the cropped image to your “real” scrapbook page.

3. More cropping: Use the crop tool to draw a box around the part of the picture you want to keep.  You can adjust this box after drawing it by using the small black boxes on the edge.

4. Once you have selected the portion of the picture you want to keep, press enter.  Now you can copy and paste this image on your scrapbook canvas.
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5. By now you should have at least 4 cropped and rotated images on your canvas.  You’ll notice that it is easy to pick them up and move them around.

6. You’ll want to spend some time exploring the Modify drop-down menu.  Options like Transform and Arrange allow you to improve the alignment of your pictures, stack them on top of each other, etc.

7. It’s also a good time to explore the Drawing toolbar on the left-side of your screen. This toolbar will allow you to crop, remove white backgrounds, draw, fill color, and add shapes and text boxes to your scrapbook page.

8. Now is a good time to choose a background color.  At the bottom of the window, you’ll notice a toolbar that is called the Properties Inspector.  You’ll see a box that allows you to change the canvas color.  Click on the box and choose a color.  Or use the color picker (eye dropper) to drag to a color in one of your pictures to use as a background.



9. Adding Effects: Select one of your pictures by clicking on it. Notice on the Properties Inspector that you have a button called “Add Effects” – you can choose glow, drop shadow, etc., to make your picture look more 3-dimensional.

10. Adding Text: Select the text tool (A) on the drawing tool bar.  Draw your text box and begin typing captions for each of your pictures.  The Properties Inspector will allow you to change font, font size, and font color.  The “Add Effects” button on the Properties Inspector will allow you to add shadows, etc. to your text.

That’s it.  You’ll want to save your file (name it: bio.png) to the pictures folder you created on your keydrive.  This file is not yet ready to be saved to your portfolio folder.  We’ll need to export it into the proper format next week.

Creating a Menu Page:
Now that you’ve experimented with what Fireworks can do through the creation of your autobiography scrapbook page, you’ll use that knowledge to create a menu that will serve as the home page for your web-based portfolio. Your menu might look something like this. Viewers of your portfolio will be able to access all of your work from this main page. 


If you want to add rollover effects to your pictures or buttons – follow the instructions on the 2nd handout.  Rollover effects are NOT required for our project.

Your canvas size will need to be 750 X 550 for your menu page.  You will save it to the pictures folder you created on your key drive.  We will export your menu graphic into the proper format later

Creating Rollover Effects

There is nothing wrong with having a “flat” menu with links to your web pages.  However, if you have more experience using technology and you want more of a challenge, you may opt to create rollover effects for graphics and images.

1. Creating a button: Right-click (Mack: control-click) on an object and choose Convert to Symbol

2. Choose “Button” and click “OK”

3. Double-click on your button

4. You will see tabs at the top of your window (Up, Over, and Down)

5. Up is the initial state of your button (what it looks like before you click on it)

6. Click on the Over tab

7. Over is what your button will look like when the user rolls a mouse over the object

8. Click the button that says “Copy Up Graphic”

9. In this window, create the rollover effect by changing the color, adding text, adding a shadow, etc.

10. Click on the Down tab

11. Down is what your button will look like when the user clicks the mouse

12. Click the button that says “Copy Over Graphic”

13. In this window, you can make additional changes to the button – or leave it the same as the Over graphic

14. Repeat this for each button.

















































































































Exporting a file WITHOUT rollovers

· In Fireworks, Go to File>Export 

· Navigate to your keydrive

· Double click on the portfolio folder

· Double click on the images folder

· Give the file a descriptive name

· Click Export

· This file will export as a .gif which is a reasonable size for your webpage

Exporting a file WITH rollovers
· In Fireworks, Go to File>Export
· In the dialog box you will see the text “Put Images in Subfolder”
· Check the box to the left of the text
· Click on the browse button
· Navigate to your keydrive
· Double click on the portfolio folder
· Double click on the images folder
· Double click on the fireworks folder
· Click Open
· On the top of the dialog box you will see Save In
· Navigate to your keydrive
· Double Click on the portfolio folder
· Give the file a descriptive name (no spaces or uppercase letters)
· Click Export
· Now you are ready to insert the .htm file into your webpage!
Inserting an image WITHOUT rollovers into Dreamweaver

· Start Dreamweaver
· Open the webpage you would like the image to be placed on
· Click in the table cell where you would like your image to be placed
· If you have a placeholder in the spot double click on the placeholder
· Navigate to your keydrive
· Double click on portfolio
· Double click on images
· Find the image you want to insert
· Click OK
· If you do not have a placeholder in the table cell then
· Insert > Image
· Navigate to your keydrive
· Double click on portfolio
· Double click on images
· Find the image you want to insert
· Click OK
Inserting an image WITH rollovers into Dreamweaver

· Start Dreamweaver
· Open the webpage you would like the image to be placed on
· Click in the table cell where you would like your image to be placed
· Insert > Image Objects > Fireworks HTML
· Navigate to your keydrive
· Double click on portfolio
· Click on browse
· Find the .htm file that you previously exported
· Click open
· Click OK
Canvas Sizes:
· Menu page: 750 X 550

· Autobiography page: 700 X 800
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